The Beja Tribes of the Red Sea Hinterland
between Suakin, Tokar, and Kassala. Their tribute
25 years ago was about £1,000, i.e., a goat per adult male
a year, Then came the Great War. Animals were
saleable at fabulous prices and grain exportable. The
economic equilibrium was upset, but in the tribe's favour.
When the world-wide reaction set in and prices declined,
they suffered badly, and the story of 1919-1926 is one of
perpetual taxation difficulty, until their tribute was
temporarily stabilised at £3,500.
In April, 1924, the Kassala railway was completed, and
in the same year the Kassala Cotton Company was formed
and given a concession in the Gash Delta. Economic and
other difficulties caused the Government later to take
over the management of the cotton scheme and the
Company moved to the Gezira. Five main canals and a
number of " misgas " (irrigation channels) were dug, and
a large area (40,000 acres in 1933) flooded yearly by the
Gash spate, on which first-class Sakel cotton has been
grown as well as a welcome quota of grain. Tribal well-
centres for the cattle are also soaked and the canalised
area with its roads, villages, markets, telephone system,
dispensaries, and school, is now an integral part of the
social organisation of the Southern Beja.
The Beni Amer, living partly in Tokar district, partly
near Kassala and along the Eritrean frontier have also
consolidated their tribal structure under their able young
Nazir, and maintain friendly intercourse with their kins-
men in Italian territory. Their history has been less
eventful than that of the other Beja and they are a more
peaceable folk with more stable economics.
To their District Commissioners the Beja, especially
the hillmen, who are still as wild as hawks, have often
been the cause of depression, if not of despair. But
thirty-five years of peace and benevolent administration
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